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Benoit H ardyÐVallŽe 
Curriculum Vitae 

Toronto, Ontario 
benoit@hardyvallee.net  
www.hardyvallee.net 

Summary of Qualifications 

• Languages: English (Fluent), French (Native), Spanish (Basic) 
• Interdisciplinary Background: Background includes philosophy, ethics, economics, neuroscience, biology 

and psychology 
• Research and analysis: 10+ years experience in documentary research 
• Workgroup /  Team Management: Led 2 research teams cognitive science and participated in 5 other ones 
• Project Management: Organized 8 conferences and symposiums  
• Collaborative Work: Co-authored 7 research papers 
• Written Communication: Penned 11 articles on cognition and decision-making 
• Oral Communication: Delivered 38 conferences, 4 guest lectures and 2 university seminars  

Education 

Ph.D in Philosophy (summa cum laude)       
Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales/ Institut JeanÐNicod, Paris. 
Dissertation title: Les animaux sont–ils rationnels? [ÒAre Animals Rational?Ó] 
Under the supervision of Pr. Joelle Proust 
 

2006 

M.A. in Philosophy (summa cum laude)    
University of Quebec at Montreal (Canada)    GPA: 4.26/ 4.3 
 

2003 

B.A. Philosophy (summa cum laude)            
University of Quebec at Montreal (Canada)    GPA: 4.0/ 4.3 
 

2001 

Employment and Affiliation 

SBR Global (Toronto) 
Business Analyst 

Present 

Postdoctoral FellowÑ Lecturer  
Department of philosophyÑ University of Toronto (Canada) 
 

2007Ð2008 

Postdoctoral FellowÑ Lecturer  
Department of philosophy & Centre for Theoretical Neuroscience  
University of Waterloo (Canada) 
 

2006Ð2007 
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Associate researcher 
Laboratory for the Cognitive Analysis of Information 
University of Quebec at Montreal  
 

2002Ð2006 

Research assistant  
Department of PhilosophyÑ University of Quebec at Montreal 
 

2001Ð2002 

Teaching Experience 

InstructorÑ Department of Philosophy, University of Toronto 
The Social Mind: Mentality and Sociality      
Undergraduate Seminar  
 

2008 

InstructorÑ Department of Philosophy, University of Waterloo 
Natural Rationality 
Graduate Seminar 
 

2007 

Guest LecturerÑ Department of Philosophy, University of Waterloo 
Economic Cognition: Affective Moves and Social Games 
Graduate seminar 
 

2007 

Guest LecturerÑ Department of Philosophy, University of Quebec at Montreal 
Concepts et Inscription Corporelle de l’Esprit (Graduate seminar) 
Illusions Cognitives (Introductory seminar) 
 

2003 

Visiting LecturerÑ University of CostaÐRica, San JosŽ (CostaÐRica) 
Concept and Categories 
 

February 
2002 

Teaching auxiliaryÑ Department of Philosophy, University of Quebec at Montreal 
Introduction to epistemology / Introduction to logic  

2000Ð2001 

Awards, Distinctions and Fellowships 

Social Sciences and H umanities Research Council of Canada (SSH RC) 
Postdoctoral Fellowship 
 

2006Ð2008 

McDonnell Foundation Travel Grant 
Neurophilosophy Workshop California Institute of Technology, CA. 
 

2005 

Young Researcher Grant  
Laboratory for Cognitive Analysis of InformationÑ University of Quebec at Montreal. 
 

2004 

Travel GrantÑ Graduate Student Conference in Philosophy, Rennes (France) 
 

2004 

Social Sciences and H umanities Research Council of Canada (SSH RC) PhD 
Scholarship 

2002Ð2006 
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Fonds QuŽbŽcois de la Recherche, SociŽtŽ et Culture (FQRSC-QuŽbec) PhD 
Scholarship (declined) 
 

2002Ð2005 

Student Funding for Scientific Publication 
Social Sciences Faculty, UQËM. 
 

2002 

Fonds QuŽbŽcois de la Recherche, SociŽtŽ et Culture (FQRSC-QuŽbec) M.A. 
Scholarship 
 

1999 

Student Excellence Award &  First prize, Undergrad Philosophy Essay Contest 
Department of philosophy, University of Quebec at Montreal 

2000 

Publications 

Submitted  

• ÒFolk Epistemology as Normative Social CognitionÓ submitted 
• ÒMod•les de la rationalitŽ animale : interprŽtation versus architectureÓ submitted 
• ÒCollective Agency: From Intuitions to MechanismsÓ (with Benoit Dubreuil) submitted  

 In Press or Published 

• ÒRŽconcilier le formel et le causal: le r™le de la neuroŽconomieÓ (with Benoit Dubreuil) forthcoming, Revue 
de Philosophie Économique  

•  ÒDecisionÐMaking in Robotics and PsychologyÓ, New Ideas in Psychology (in press, 2008) 
• ÒHow to Play the Ultimatum Game? An Engineering Approach of MetanormativityÓ (with Paul Thagard). 

Philosophical Psychology, 21(2), 173Ð192 (2008) 
• ÒDecisionÐMaking: A Neuroeconomic PerspectiveÓ Philosophy Compass, 2(6), 939Ð953 (2007) 
• ÒEmbodied Thoughts. Concepts and Compositionality Without LanguageÓ (with Pierre Poirier) Theoria et 

Historia Scientarum, (1), 53Ð72. (2006)  
• Delegation, Subdivision, and Modularity: How Rich is Conceptual Structure? . (with Damian Justo, Julien 

Dutant, David Nicolas & Benjamin Sylvand) Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 2003, 26(06), 683Ð68 

Book Chapters 

• ÒDecisionÐMaking in the Economy of NatureÓ. In G. Terzis & R. Arp (Eds.), Information and Living 
Systems: Essays in Philosophy of Biology. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. (forthcoming). 

• ÒEmbodied CategorizationÓ (with Pierre Poirier & JeanÐFrŽdŽric De Pasquale). In C. Henri & L. Claire 
(Eds.), Handbook of Categorization in Cognitive Science (pp. 739Ð765). Oxford: Elsevier Science Ltd. 
(2005) 

• ÒStructured Thoughts: The SpatialÐMotor ViewÓ (with Pierre Poirier). In M. Werning, E. Machery & G. 
Schurz (Eds.), The Compositionality of Concepts and Meanings: Foundational Issues (pp. 37Ð58), 2005  

Conference proceedings 
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• ÒArtificial life, Natural Rationality and Probability MatchingÓ. IEEE Symposium on Artificial Life, 123Ð129 
(2007) 

Edited Books 

• Connected Minds : Cognition and Interaction in the Social World. Under contract with Cambridge Scholars 
Publishing (with Nicolas Payette) 

• Beyond the Brain: Embodied, Situated and Distributed Cognition. In Press, Cambridge Scholars Publishing (with 
Nicolas Payette) 

• Cognitive Decision–Making: Empirical and Foundational Issues. Newcastle, U.K.: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 
(2006) 

 Online Proceedings 

• Edition of the Online Proceedings of  Cognitio 2004-2007 (http:/ / cognitio.uqam.ca), Young researchers 
conference on cognitive science.  

Encyclopedia entries 

• ÒAbductionÓ and ÒAnalogyÓ In J. Williamson & F. Russo (Eds.), Key Terms in Logic: Continuum 
(forthcoming) 

Book reviews 

• ÒReview of ÔCausalitŽ et lois de la natureÕ de Max KistlerÓ. Philosophiques, 28(2), 447Ð450, (2001) 

Translations 

• Translation of ÒLocalization in the Brain and Other I llusionsÓ, Valerie Gray Hardcastle et C. Matthew 
Stewart, In Neurophilosophie et philosophie des neurosciences, Faucher, L. & Poirier P., Eds (forthcoming))  

• Translation of ÒSemantics and ExplanationÓ, R. Jennings, in ÒCarnap aujourd'huiÓ, F. Lepage, M. Paquette 
et F. Rivenc, Eds. Montreal: Bellarmin and Paris: Vrin (2002) 

Publications in popular journals  

• Le bilinguisme canadien: why itÕs important. Canadian Newcomer Magazine.  
• ÒRefondre le savoir scientifiqueÓ. Notice on Quine, Sciences et Avenir, Hors sŽrie n¡ 135, ÒLes grands 

paradoxes de la scienceÓ. JuinÐJuillet, p. 79 (2003) 

Conference Presentations 

• ÒHow to Naturalize Morality (or something like that)Ó, Center For Ethics, University of Toronto, 
November 2007 

• ÒNatural Rationality: Beyond ecological and bounded rationalityÓ, International Society for Theoretical 
Psychology, Toronto, July 2007 

• ÒSocial Neuroeconomics: Strong Reciprocity of Hot Logic?Ó, Cognitio 2007, Montreal, June 2007 
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• ÒSocial Decision!Making: The ÔHot LogicÕ ApproachÓ, Southern Ontario Behavioral Decision Research 
Conference, Richard Ivey School of Business at the University of Western Ontario, May 2007  

• ÒUtility and Neuroscience: a mechanistic approach of decisionÐmaking and rationalityÓ, Waterloo Decision 
Research, April 2007 

• ÒLes sujets collectifs ontÐils des cerveaux? Un regard mŽcaniste sur lÕaction collectiveÓ, SociŽtŽ de 
Philosophie du Quebec, TroisÐRivi•res (Qc), May 2007 (with Beno”t Dubreuil) 

• ÒArtificial life, Natural Rationality and Probability MatchingÓ, IEEE Symposium on Artificial Life, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, April 2007  

• ÒFrom Neuroeconomics to Evolutionary PsychologyÓ, NorthEastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, 
SUNY New Paltz, April 2007. (cancelled due to scheduling conflict) 

• ÒThe Spread of Charismatic Christian Exorcisms in Late Antiquity: A Social and Cognitive ModelÓ, 
American Academy of Religion Eastern International Regional Meeting, StÐJeromeÕs College, University of 
Waterloo, Ontario, May 2007 (with AurŽlie Goudal) 

• ÒModels of Embodied RationalityÓ, Cognitio 2006 conference, Montreal, August 2006 
• ÒDeux dogmes du rationalismeÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science 

(ACFAS), McGill University, Montreal, May 2006 
• ÒNeuroŽconomie et interprŽtation de l'esprit animalÓ, Colloque Fodar 2006, Department of Philosophy, 

University of Quebec at Montreal , March 2006 
• ÒRational Decision Making As A Unifying Paradigm In Cognitive Science, or Why Animal Are Rationals, 

And Why It's No Big DealÓ, Cognitio 2005 conference, Montreal, March 2005 
• ÒPensŽes structurŽes: la conception spatialeÐmotriceÓ, Cognitio 2004, Department of philosophy, University 

of Quebec at Montreal , Montreal, April 2004 (with Pierre Poirier) 
• ÒRationalitŽ et croyances religieuses : vers une analyse anthropologique et cognitive du phŽnom•ne 

religieuxÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science (ACFAS), University of 
Quebec at Montreal , Montreal, May 2004. (with AurŽlie Goudal) 

• ÒRationalitŽ et cognition situŽeÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science 
(ACFAS), University of Quebec at Montreal , Montreal, May 2004 

• Òƒvolution et compŽtence logiqueÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science 
(ACFAS), University of Quebec at Montreal , Montreal, May 2004 

• ÒStructured Thoughts : The SpatialÐMotor ViewÓ, Compositionality, Concepts and Cognition Conference, 
Dusseldorf, Germany, February 2004 (with Pierre Poirier) 

• ÒThe roots of inference : essai d'histoire naturelle de l'infŽrentialismeÓ, Graduate Student Conference in 
philosophy, Rennes (France), February 2004  

• ÒL'inscription corporelle des conceptsÓ, Graduate Student Seminar at Institut Jean Nicod, Paris, February 
2003  

• ÒLa science, l'hypoth•se et la science de l'hypoth•seÓ, Union internationale d'histoire et philosophie des 
sciences (UIHPS). ƒcole normale supŽrieure, Paris, October 2002 

• ÒWorking memory and logical competenceÓ, University of CostaÐRica, San JosŽ, February 2002  
• ÒConcepts, categories and cognitionÓ, University of CostaÐRica, San JosŽ, February 2002  
• ÒLe psychologisme en thŽorie des conceptsÓ, Graduate Student Conference in philosophy Carrefour 

ƒ tudiant Philosophique 2002, University of Quebec at Montreal , February 2002 
• ÒDes neurones, des concepts et des hommesÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la 

Science (ACFAS), UniversitŽ Laval, Quebec, May 2002 
• ÒLe personnage comme conceptÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science 

(ACFAS), UniversitŽ Laval ˆ Quebec, May 2002. (with Michel HardyÐVallŽe) 
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• ÒConcept et analyse conceptuelleÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science 
(ACFAS), UniversitŽ Laval ˆ Quebec, May 2002. (with JeanÐFrŽdŽric de Pasquale) 

• ÒRethinking associationismÓ, Canadian Philosophical Association (CPA), Toronto, May 2002  
• ÒMŽmoire de travail, logique et compression d'informationÓ, Logique & Cognitive Science Conference, 

Department of philosophy, University of Quebec at Montreal , September 2001  
• ÒLOT and RepresentationÓ, PHICS (Philosophy and Cognitive Science) colloquium, Carleton University, 

Ottawa, September 2001  
• ÒHolist epistemology and concepts psychologyÓ, Conference Coherentism in epistemology, Ottawa, 

September 2001  
• ÒMŽmoire et compŽtence logiqueÓ, Logic and Cognition conference, Canadian Philosophical Association 

(CPA), May 2001, Quebec  
• ÒRepresentation and Dynamical CognitionÓ, Conference of the Society for Exact Philosophy (SEP), 

UniversitŽ de Montreal, May 2001  
• ÒComplexitŽ et cybernŽtiqueÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science 

(ACFAS), UniversitŽ de Sherbrooke, May 2001  
•  ÒStuart Kauffman et la dynamique ŽvolutionnaireÓ, Department of philosophy, University of Quebec at 

Montreal , February 2001  
•  ÒIntentionnalitŽ et designÓ, Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science (ACFAS) 

Montreal, May 2000 
• ÒInformation, Žvolution et complexitŽ: la conscience comme processus dynamique de crŽation 

d'informationÓ, SociŽtŽ de Philosophie du QuŽbec (SPQ) May 2000, Montreal 
• ÒLa couleur Wittgenstein: le probl•me de l'exclusion de la couleur, du Tractatus aux Remarques PhilosophiquesÓ, 

Congr•s de la SociŽtŽ de Philosophie du QuŽbec (SPQ) May 1999, Ottawa 

Organization of Scientific Activities 

• Cognitio 2007: Connected Minds : Cognition and Interaction in the Social World. Young researchers 
conference in cognitive science, University of Quebec at Montreal 

June 2007 

• Cognitio 2006: Embodied, situated and distributed cognition, Young researchers conference in 
cognitive science, University of Quebec at Montreal 

August 2006 

• Cognitio 2005: Cognition and Decision, Young researchers conference in cognitive science, 
University of Quebec at Montreal 

April 2005 

• Origins and Structures of Logical Competence, (with Serge Robert) Association CanadienneÐ
Fran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science (ACFAS), University of Quebec at Montreal 

May 2004 

• Embodiment of the mind (with Pierre Poirier) Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour 
l'Avancement de la Science (ACFAS), University of Quebec at Montreal 

May 2004 

• Cognitio 2004: Mind and Matter, Young researchers conference in cognitive science, 
University of Quebec at Montreal 

April 2004 

• Carrefour Étudiant Philosophique 2002 Graduate Student Conference in Philosophy, 
University of Quebec at Montreal 

February 2002 

• La diversité des systèmes cognitifs: la théorie de la connaissance au contact des sciences cognitives, (with 
Pierre Poirier) Association CanadienneÐFran•aise pour l'Avancement de la Science 
(ACFAS), UniversitŽ Laval at Quebec 

May 2002 
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Participation in Research Groups 

Computational Neuroscience Research Group (CN RG) dir. Chris Eliasmith 
Department of Philosophy, University of Waterloo  

2006Ð2007 

Direction of SCORE (Social Cognition REading Group)  
Department of Philosophy, University of Waterloo 

2006Ð2007 

Direction of Approches I nterdomaines de la RationalitŽ ƒ volutionniste (AI RE) 
Department of Philosophy, University of Quebec in Montreal 
Research group on rationality and evolution 

2004Ð2006 

La DiversitŽ des Syst•mes Cognitifs (DI SCO), dir. Pierre Poirier  
Department of Philosophy, University of Quebec in Montreal  
Research group on embodiment and cognition 

2000Ð2006 

CompŽtence Logique, I nfŽrence et Cognition (CLI C), dir. Serge Robert 
Department of Philosophy, University of Quebec in Montreal 
Research group on logical reasoning and cognition 

2000Ð2006 

Cognition Information Communication (CI C) Seminar, dir. Jean Robillard 
UnitŽ dÕenseignement et de recherche Sciences humaines, lettres et communication, TeleÐ
University (TELUQ)/ UniversitŽ du QuŽbec MontrŽal 
Research seminar on communication 

2005Ð2006 

Group of discussion in N europhilosophy (GDNP), dir. Pierre Poirier 
Department of Philosophy, University of Quebec at Montreal 
Reading group on neuroscience and philosophy 

2002 

Simulation Neuronales, dir. Pierre Poirier/ JeanÐFrŽdŽric de Pasquale 
Department of Philosophy, University of Quebec at Montreal 
Research group in philosophy of computational neurosciences 

2002 

Simulation Connexionistes, dir. Pierre Poirier 
Department of Philosophy, University of Quebec at Montreal 
Research group on Neural Networks 

2000 

Professional Activities 

• Assessing Editor for the Journal of Mind and Behavior 
• Associate Member of Behavioral and Brain Sciences 
• Reviewer for Judgment and Decision Making, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, Canadian Philosophical Association, 

Young Researcher Cognitive Science Conference (Lyon, France), European Complexity and Alife 
Conference. 

• Natural Rationality. Weblog on decisionÐmaking, rationality & neuroscience (Since 2006) 
http:/ / NaturalRationality.blogspot.com  

• Graduate studies program committee & Graduate students association hiring committee, University of 
Quebec at Montreal (2001) 

Technical Skills 

• Proficient user of Microsoft Word and PowerPoint, Intermediate user of Microsoft Excel 
• Various content-management systems, HTML, FTP, Web design & publishing  
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Website design 

Landing Pages 

• Viking Offers http:/ / www.vikingffers.com  (2008) 
• Sleeping Solutions Offers http:/ / www.sleepingsolutionsoffers.co.uk  (2008) 

Small Business 

• Optimist Electronics http:/ / www.optimistelectronics.ca (2008) 

Content-management systems 

• Laboratory for the Cognitive Analysis of information, Montreal (2005) 
• Cognitive science institute (2006) http:/ / www.isc.uqam.ca  
• CIC seminars (communication, information et cognition) http:/ / eradec.teluq.uquebec.ca/   
• (collaboratively) ZOMBIE, Zone Ouverte de Mobilisation pour Briser les Injustices et Exclusions 

http:/ / www.zombiemedia.org  (2002) 

Academic Websites 

• Department of philosophy, University of Quebec at Montreal. (2000-2002) 
• Spirale: Art, Literature and Humanities Journal (2000) 

Special Events 

• Cognitio Conference (Internation Young Researcher Conference on Cognitive Science) : 
http:/ / cognitio.uqam.ca/ 2004   & http:/ / cognitio.uqam.ca/ 2005  

• Logic, Ontology, Aesthetics. The Golden Age of Polish Philosophy Conference: 
http:/ / www.unites.uqam.ca/ philo/ polishphilosophy  (2004) 

• Association for Symbolic Logic 2006 conference:  
http:/ / asl2006.uqam.ca  

 


